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According to much-cited principles, digital research data should be published according to the FAIR 
and CARE principles and be LOUD (Linked Open and Usable Data). With a focus on the U of 
LOUD, in our session we would like to discuss how the linking of data (in a given structure or between 
structures) affects usability and understanding. Usability is achieved by free or low barrier accessibility 
to data that is well documented and as intrinsically comprehensible as possible.  
 
The aim of linking data is to provide context (Tim Berners-Lee). But what is context and what is not? 
What kind of context is helpful in furthering the user’s comprehension and what kind is not? In 
archaeological research AND for linked open data, contextualization is of central importance, as it 
provides sustainable long-term value for scientific research. But in the process of digitizing, modelling 
and linking archaeological data multiple meanings of context emerge: the re-contextualization of 
scattered information of objects, the neo-contextualization of data with metadata or through historical 
and/or epistemological research.  
 
We welcome contributions from all fields of archaeological research, as well as from history of 
archaeological research, to reflect on the notion of ‘context’ in conjunction with digital data collections, 
big data, digitization projects and the LOUD publication of data and information. The following main 
topics could be addressed:  

• solutions and developments of databases for objects/data collections concerning usability 
• data consumption: How to make databases comprehensible for the user? 
• Terminology: What does context mean when linking data? What is contextualisation and what 

kind of re-/neo-contextualisation occurs in digitality? 
• Archives and projects concerned with the digitisation of archives: What dependencies occur in 

digitisation? What is needed to make archived data usable? 
 
 

Call for papers ends on Thursday 10 February 2022. 
Submit a paper here. 

More information on the programme can be found here. 


